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Abstract. The interwar years became a period of active struggle for the restoration of state-
hood in Ukraine. The mission to revive the state in a revolutionary way was undertaken by the
military circles of the Ukrainian emigration who found themselves outside the homeland after
the defeat in the War of Independence of 1917-1921. Lithuania was the country that responded
most actively to helping the Ukrainian movement. Support was provided mainly through the
paramilitary Lithuanian Riflemen’s Union and public organizations associated with the Riflemen’s
Union. This article provides a historiographical review of the scientific massif that was created
by Ukrainian science in the context of studying the problems of establishing and developing
relations between the Ukrainian liberation movement and Lithuania through the connecting
role of the Union of Riflemen. The work reflects and analyzes studies on this issue, divided into
two conditional periods: 1) works published outside Ukraine, in a chronological interval from
the end of World War II to the restoration of the Ukrainian state in 1991, the authors, who were
mainly participants Ukrainian liberation movement; 2) studies on the problem, published in
Ukraine after 1991.

Keywords: Lithuanian Riflemen’s Union, Ukrainian military organization, Organization of
Ukrainian Nationalists, Ukrainian Historiography, Lituanistic studies.

Anotacija. Tarpukario periodas buvo pazymétas aktyvios ukrainie¢iy kovos uz
Ukrainos nepriklausomybe. Po pralaiméto 1917-1921 m. Ukrainos Nepriklausomybés
karo emigracijoje atsidurusi buvusi Ukrainos karininkija prisi¢émé sau misija — atkurti
Ukrainos valstybe revoliuciniu, sukilimo bidu. O Lietuva tarpukariu buvo ta 3alis,
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kuri aktyviai teiké pagalbg ukrainie¢iy judéjimui, siekusiam Ukrainos suvienijimo ir
nepriklausomybés. Lietuva paramg ir pagalbg ukrainieciy kovotojams teiké per savo
paramilitarine organizacija — Lietuvos $auliy sajungg ir lygiagreciai sukuriant visuomenines
organizacijas, kurios buvo susijusios su Sauliais ir rémé Ukrainos nepriklausomybés idéja.
Taigi Siame straipsnyje pateikiama Ukrainos istoriografijos, susijusios su Ukrainos i$silaisvinimo
judéjimo ir Lietuvos $auliy sgjungos tarpukariu rysiy palaikymu, apzvalga. Taip siekiama
atskleisti Lietuvos $auliy sajungos vaidmenj Ukrainos i$sivadavimo judéjimo veiklai tarpukariu,
kuris suformuluotas ukrainietiskoje istoriografijoje. Tai sudarys prielaidas ir platesniems
tyrimams Lietuvoje, analizuojant Lietuvos bendrai ir Sauliy sgjungos konkreiai rysius su
Ukrainos i$laisvinimo judéjimu tarpukariu. Karinyje atspindimi ir analizuojami studijos $ia
tema, suskirstytos i du salyginius laikotarpius: 1) darbai, paskelbti ne Ukrainoje, chronologiniu
intervalu nuo Antrojo pasaulinio karo pabaigos iki Ukrainos valstybés atkiirimo 1991 m., autoriai,
daugiausia Ukrainos i$sivadavimo judéjimo dalyviai; 2) tyrimai, paskelbti Ukrainoje po 1991 m.

Raktiniai Zodziai: Lietuvos sauliy sqjunga, Ukrainos kariné organizacija, Ukrainos patrioty
organizacija, Ukrainos istoriografija, publikuoti saltiniai, lituanistikos tyrimai.

Introduction

On January 22, 1918, the Fourth Universal of the Central Rada proclaimed the inde-
pendence of the Ukrainian People’s Republic (UPR, ukr. YHP - Vkpaincpka HapogHa
pecriy6rika). Just three weeks later, on February 16, 1918, the Lithuanian Taryba an-
nounced the restoration of the State of Lithuania. For both peoples, this meant the
continuation of a bloody struggle for sovereignty and independence. The result of this
struggle was more successful for Lithuania. It resisted hostile geopolitical projects.

At the same time, the defeat of Ukraine in the struggle for independence led to forced
emigration of a huge number of representatives of intellectual and military elites. The
struggle for the restoration of the state was shifted to a different plane. Several directions
were formed among the Ukrainian national movement abroad. Having deep political
differences. Including there were monarchist and social democratic groups.

The Ukrainian Military Organization (hereinafter - UVO, ukr. YBO - Ykpaincbka
BilicbkoBa opraHisanis ) created in August 1920 by former Ukrainian officers showed
itself as the most radical force, aimed at restoring the independence of Ukraine by force
of arms. In 1921, Colonel Yevhen Konovalets, an active participant in the War of Inde-
pendence of 1917-1921, joined this union. The members of the UVO (who were already
about 2,000 one year after the start of the activity)' refused to recognize the liquidation

! JAPOBAHEIIDb, Onekcanpp. Opranisaniriai mouarku YBO i Ta popmyBanns ii crpykrypu (1920-1922).
Ykpaincbknit BusBonbuuii pyx, 36ipank 11, 2007, c. 51.
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of the Ukrainian state and the division of Ukrainian lands between the puppet Ukrain-
ian Socialist Republic and Poland, according to the Treaty of Riga, 1921. The UVO pro-
claimed: “We are not defeated! The war is not over! ... Victory is ahead!” the UVO was
in search of allies. Among them, one of the priorities was given to Lithuania, the state
that regained its independence simultaneously with Ukraine, historically close and also
having territorial claims against Poland - one of the two main opponents (according to
ideology) of the Ukrainian radical liberation movement.

For the reasons stated above, in our study we will concentrate on reflecting in the
Ukrainian historiography the cooperation of the Lithuanian side precisely with the radi-
cal, nationalistic organizations of the Ukrainian movement (hereinafter also referred to as
Ukrainian Liberation Movement, or Ukrainian radical Liberation Movement). Separately,
we note that among the Ukrainian emigrants in the interwar period, a conflict arose
over the question of the perception of the main enemy. While the nationalist wing, led by
Colonel Konovalets, saw this to be Poland, another group of Ukrainian emigration - the
so-called UPRists (mainly led by figures from the era of the Ukrainian People’s Republic
1917-1920, positioning themselves as the government of the UPR in exile) — occupied
significantly more loyal positions with respect to Warsaw. This caused a flurry of criticism
and allegations of treason by nationalists.? It was the consistency, rigidity and focus on
practical actions in the fight against Poland, that were shown by the radical Ukrainian
patriots from the UVO, which became the main factors that contributed to the choice
of cooperation with them as a strategic vector for the Lithuanian side.

Collaboration started in 1922 and was in an active phase during the interwar period.
The Lithuanian Riflemen’s Union (LRU) played a crucial role in establishing contacts
between the Ukrainian movement and Lithuania. Due to political circumstances, the
State of Lithuania could not advertise direct financial and organizational support for
Ukrainians, therefore the LRU took over the implementation of such cooperation. In
addition to this aspect of the relationship, the LRU played an important role in the
development of the cultural life of the Ukrainian emigration, and also contributed to
the implementation of civic initiatives of the Ukrainian movement. These also included

* KMPNYYK, I0.A. Tepop i Tepopusm y 3axinHiin Ykpaini. [Tonitnannit Tepop i repopusm B Ykpaini.
XIX-XX cr. Ictopnyni Hapucy, Kuis, 2002, c. 556.

? Olexandr Shulgin, one of the leaders of the UPRist, formulated their attitude to the problem of relations with
the Polish state under forced circumstances and the need to reconcile with Poland for the survival of the
Ukrainian movement (See: OHALIBKI, €Bren. Y BigHOMY MicTi. 3amicKu yKpaiHCHKOTO KypHATiCTa.
Pix 1930. Byenoc-Aiipec, 1954, c. 527). However, the OUN directly accused opponents of trying to estab-
lish control over the entire Ukrainian movement. UPRists united around the Livitsky group (supporters
of Andrii Livitsky - the head of the UPR Directory in exile) were accused by nationalists of collaborating
with the Polish secret services and the government (See: CUIBOPCBKMI M. [To axuii O.Ilynsruna B
JKenesi. Po3bynosa Hauil. [Tpara, 1929, Uncrno 6-7(18-19), c. 217-219).
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joint Ukrainian-Lithuanian organizations, such as the Lithuanian-Ukrainian Society
created in 1928.*

In our study, we aim to conduct a review of the material provided by Ukrainian his-
toriography regarding the role and participation of the LRU in the implementation of
cooperation between the Ukrainian radical liberation movement and Lithuania in the
interwar period.

Modern Ukrainian historical science has significant experience in Lithuanian studies
dating back to the Middle Ages, devoted to the stay of Ukrainian lands as part of the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania. However, recent times, the twentieth century, and especially
the interwar period are practically poorly represented in academic studies. Indirectly,
a number of works reflect the problem of relations between the Ukrainian movement
and Lithuania in the indicated period, however, only in the context of a narrative re-
flecting the history of Ukrainian revolutionary ultra-nationalist organizations - UVO/
OUN (Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists — ukr. OYH - OpraHisanis ykpaiHCbKUX
HAI[IOHAIICTIB).

Our study will be the first historiographical analysis in the context of the stated
problem.

The relevance of the study is argued by the need to reflect the poorly understood as-
pects of both the international activities of the Ukrainian liberation movement and the
foreign policy of the Lithuanian state of the interwar era, as well as the phenomenon of
participation in its implementation of the paramilitary organization of the LRU, including
through the perspective of the Ukrainian side.

Using thematic and chronological principles, we can arguably distinguish two stages
in the study of the relationship between the LRU and the Ukrainian liberation movement:

* CrBopenHns JInutoBcbko — Ykpaincbkoro ToBapucrsa B KayHnaci (KoBHo) B JIutsi. Cypma, cidenb 1928,
4.6-1,c. 8.
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The first stage (1940s-1990)°

After the end of World War II, materials began to appear that reflected some aspects
of the relationship between the Ukrainian radical patriots and Lithuania, which was
involved in the Ukrainian issue and provided assistance to Ukrainians through a kind
of triumvirate: The LRU - the Union of Liberation of Vilnius - the Lithuanian-Ukrainian
Society, which took shape in 1930s.

The authors of such works often became active participants in the Ukrainian liberation
movement of the interwar era. These are mainly memoirs, such as for example the memoirs
of Alexander Boikiv - the personal secretary of Colonel Konovalets — published in 1974

> It should be noted that the first, single publications telling about the cooperation between the UVO/OUN
and Lithuania, as well as the role of the LRU began to appear in the interwar period. These include articles
published, first of all, in the periodicals of the Ukrainian nationalist movement - the Surma and the Roz-
budova Natsii. They published articles that covered for the first time in Ukrainian-language periodicals the
problem of Ukrainian-Lithuanian relations in the interwar period, the active participation of the LRU in
establishing ties between the Ukrainian movement and Lithuania. For example, the article Celebration of
November 1 in Lithuania published in 1928 described the celebration of the 10th anniversary of the forma-
tion of the West Ukrainian People’s Republic in Kaunas. On October 31, the celebrations of the Decade of
the Restoration of Ukrainian Statehood in the Western Lands opened with the big Ukrainian Evening, with
the participation of the Lithuanian intelligentsia and Ukrainian guests. The organizer was the LRU. Juozas
Purickis proclaimed a long complimentary speech about the history and modern pages of the struggle
of Ukrainians for independence, and their high level of national consciousness. The lecture part flowed
smoothly into the performance of the bandura players. The next day, a joint Lithuanian-Ukrainian concert
was held, with the participation of the choir and orchestra of the LRU (See: CBaTKkyBaHHA 1-T0 MMcTONama y
JIntsi. Cypma, rpymens 1928, c.7). Two years later, the Surma wrote about the celebrations on the occasion
of the 12th anniversary of the ZUNR (West Ukrainian People’s Republic - ukr. 3YHP - 3axigHo-Ykpaincbka
HapopiHa pecmy6rika), which acquired even greater proportions. This time, the events lasted as long as
10 days. On October 21, they were opened with a meeting hosted by the Lithuanian-Ukrainian society and
the LRU. Lecturers made speeches in Lithuanian and Ukrainian, all was documented by correspondents of
the central press. On November 1, at the Church of Vytautas the Great or the Church of the Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the poet, publicist, public figure, priest Father Juozas Tumas-Vaizgantas began a
funeral service for the fallen and tortured fighters for the freedom of Ukraine. Musical accompaniment was
provided by the choir of the State Opera of Lithuania and the solo vocals of the singer Grazina Matulaityte,
as well as the Orthodox Church choir. The program of the November Revolution holiday was broadcast by
the central radio of the Lithuanian Republic (For more information see: IIpoTecTHa akjis ykpaincbkoi
emirpanii B €spomi. Cypma,Y.1(40), cigvens 1931, ¢.8-9). It must be remembered that during interwar
period, for the first time, articles reviewing the achievements of the State of Lithuania in the first years
of independence were published in Ukrainian. For example, the article Matas Sal¢ius The Achievements
of Lithuania in the First Decade of Independence, published in 1929 (See: IIIAJIBIIIIOC, M. 3106y Tkn
JIUTOBCHKOI pectyOmiky 3a meplie BeCATUIITTS He3anexkHocTi. Po36ynoBa Hauii. [Ipara, TpaBens 1929,
Yucno (17), ¢.150-152), and especially the article by Vilnietis entitled Lithuania, published in 1930 (See:
BUIBHIETIC. J/IntBa. Po36ynosa Hauii. ITpara, ciuens — motnit 1930, Yncno 1-2(25-26), ¢.28-35). This
work particularly described various aspects of the state construction in Lithuania for 1918-1928. This
publication for many years could be considered the best of those that appeared in Ukrainian on the inter-
war Lithuanian state. In general, all publications, in the periodicals of Ukrainian nationalists, related to
the interwar period are distinguished by an extremely positive image of Lithuania, the Lithuanian armed
forces, and especially the LRU. Through the eyes of Ukrainian contemporaries, the Lithuanian state was
seen at the same time as a “miracle” and a “result of great labor” of the Lithuanian people.
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under the title My Cooperation with the Colonel in the collection Yevhen Konovalets and
His Era.® Also, the book In the Eternal City: Notes of a Ukrainian Journalist, which was
published in four volumes, in 1954,7 1981,% 1985, 1989, authored by Yevgen Onatsky, a
well-known Ukrainian journalist, an active participant in the Revolution of 1917-1921,
head of the press bureau of the diplomatic mission of the Ukrainian People’s Republic
in Rome, as well as an active member of the OUN.

A number of articles of that period described in great detail the first stage, from the
beginning of cooperation between the UVO and the LRU until 1930. These include, first
of all, the articles of Osip Dumin and Vladimir Martynets.

Dumin, an officer of the UPR army, headed the intelligence department of the UVO,
and therefore had all the information about cooperation. In fact, he was responsible for
the implementation of such a union from the Ukrainian side. We would like to dwell on
his work The Truth About the Ukrainian Military Organization published in 1974 in Paris
in Polish'' (actually, this is a translation of an analytical note of 1926 made by Dumin
for the German government). Here we find information on the joint plan of the UVO
and the LRU to organize an uprising of Ukrainians and Belarusians in the territories
controlled by Poland. Also, the LRU and UVO considered the possibility of creating a
Belarusian analog of the UVO in the lands of Western Belarus, which were transferred
to Poland according to the Treaty of Riga. At the same time, it was decided that the
Ukrainians would take on the organizational work, and the LRU would provide the
financial support.'”> We must say that these plans were not implemented, but the LRU,
as noted by Dumin, continued funding the UVO." It is known that in the mid-1920s
subsidizing Ukrainians came to the fore compared with financial support to Belarusian
and Lithuanian organizations in Poland - which were paid less than Ukrainians,' The
exact amount intended for the UVO is still unknown, but there is evidence that the total
quota for Lithuanian, Belarusian and Ukrainian organizations in 1927 in the budget
of the LRU was $1 million (according to the data cited by the Polish historian B. Kosel

BOMKIB, Onekca. Mos CIiBIIpalis 3 MONKOBHMUKOM. €BreH KoHoBarenp Ta itoro fo6a. MioHxeH, 1974,

c. 621-653.

7 OHALIBKU, €pren. Y BiunoMmy MicTi. 3amuckn ykpaiHcbKoro xypHaricta. Pik 1930. Byenoc-Aiipec,

1954. 533 c.

OHAIBKUI, €sren. Y BiunoMy MicTi. 3anmmcku ykpaincbKoro skypHaicta. Pokn 1931-1932. TopoHTo,

1981. 632 c.

OHALBKWI, €pren. Y BiuHOMY MicTi. 3amcku yKpaincbkoro xypuamicta. Tom 3. 1933 pik. TopoHnTo,

1985. 512 c.

10 OHAIIBKW, €pren. Y BiuHoMy MicTi. 3amucku ykpainchkoro sxypHaricra. 1934 pik. ToponTo, 1989.
401 c.

' DUMIN, O. Prawda o Ukrainskiej organizacji wojskowej. Zeszyty historyczne, Paryz, 1974, Z. 30,s. 103-137.

12 Tbid. s. 108.

" Ibid. s. 108-109.

* [IAPOUPBEB, [I.C. Autunonbckoe corpynundectso JIuteel 1 YBO-OYH B Me>XBOEHHBIIT IepyOf,.

CriaBssHcKUI anbMaHax, 2016, Berm. Nel1-2, ¢.101.
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in the article The Lithuanian Plan for the Liberation of Vilna from Polish Hands)."> The
information on the joint plans of the LRU and the UVO contained in Dumin’s diaries
was published in the Soviet era, in particular in Andriianov and Moskalenko’s book The
Wormwood of a Foreign Land, published in Moscow in 1987.'¢

The works of Vladimir Martynets, a brilliant publicist who is called the golden pen of
the Ukrainian liberation movement, can be considered basic for studying the history of
the UVO/OUN. He known as an author of the famous article A Few Days in Lithuania."”
The topic of cooperation is also covered in the author’s main works — the first study of
the history of the UVO/OUN - From the UVO to the OUN: memories and materials
to the prehistory and history of Ukrainian organized nationalism, published in 1949."
Two paragraphs of this work are directly or indirectly devoted to the cooperation of the
Ukrainian movement with Lithuania.

As an eyewitness and participant in the events, Martynets describes such moments
as personal meetings of the leaders of Ukrainian nationalists and the leadership of the
Lithuanian state and the LRU, including Colonel Konovalets with Mykolas Birziska
and the command of the LRU in 1928, during the celebration of the 10th anniversary of
Lithuania’s independence.”

Collaboration is also mentioned in the first volume of a major work by Ivan Mirchuk
The Essay on the History of the OUN (published in 1968).%

Speaking about the coverage of the special activities of the UVO and the OUN in the
interwar period, one should also first of all refer to the works of a “veteran of the nation-
alist movement, one of the leading publicists of the OUN”,! Zinoviy Knysh (he was an
activist of the OUN, a historian translator from Esperanto). The most capacious content
of his works was described by Ukrainian researchers D. Vedeneev and G. Bystrukhin,
describing the author himself as “the author of several dozens of books and brochures,

15 KOSEL, Bogustaw. Litewski plan oswobodzenia Wilna z rak polskich. Studia Podlaskie, Bialystok, 2013,
T. XXI, s. 331-342.

'* AHIPVISIHOB, Bukrop, MOCKAJIEHKO, Anarommit. I10/IbIHb 4y>KOMHBL: O TIYeCKuii poMaH. MOcKBa:
IIpaBpa, 1987. 348 c.

'7 The article A Few Days in Lithuania, published in 1928, is still important today in studying the culture
of public holidays in the interwar Lithuanian state. Moreover, this publication is important because it is
detailed. Through the eyes of an eyewitness, a Ukrainian contemporary, the general patriotic upsurge of
the population was shown during the celebration of the 10th anniversary of independence. The military
parade, participation in the celebrations of the LRU units was covered in detail (See: A. B. Kinbka guis
y JIutsi. Po36ymoBa Hauii. Ilpara,1928, Yucro 6, c. 258-260). It is important to note that it was in those
days that the leaders of the UVO/OUN invited by the LRU participated in the celebrations.

'8 MAPTUHEILD, B. Ykpainceke nipminst. Big YBO go OYH. Cnorazan it marepisiin o mepenictopii ta
icTopii yKpaiHCPKOTO OpraHi30BaHOTO HaljiOHasIi3My. BinHimer, 1949. 349 c.

¥ Ibid. c. 263-265.

2 MIPYVYK, Ilerpo. Hapuc ictopii OYH. Iepmuit Tom. Miouxen-JIongon-Hpio-Mopk: Ykpaincbke
BUIABHUITBO, 1968. 639 c.

2 BEEHEEB, [I. B., b ICTPYXIH, I. C. Meu4 i Tpusy6. Po3Binka i KOHTppo3Bifika pyXy yKpaiHCbKIX
HarioHanictiB Ta YIIA. 1920-1945. Kuis, 2006, c. 27.

Istorija. 2019, t. 116, Nr. 4 115



Straipsniai

numerous articles on a wide range of problems of the history of the UVO/OUN. Among
the works on the history of Ukrainian nationalists in the 1920-1930s, based on docu-
ments from Polish law enforcement agencies and the underground UVO and OUN, press
materials and foreign sources, he paid a lot of attention to the organization, the priorities
of the UVO and OUN”,* including, in some detail, dwelling on the issue of cooperation
with the Lithuanian side in the intelligence aspect.

The second stage in the research of the claimed problem began in the 1990s. It is
connected with the restoration of the Ukrainian state and the spiritual restitution of the
activity of the Ukrainian national liberation movement in the first half of the 20th century.

In general, Ukrainian historiography, both foreign and the one in the period after the
restoration of independence in 1991, has a large number of works devoted to the UVO/
OUN and, of course, to the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (or UPA - ukr. YITA - Ykpaincbka
IIOBCTaHCBbKa apMmif). Actually, we can talk about more than 4 thousand works on this
issue by the year 2000, as noted by the Ukrainian researchers Zdioruk and Grinevich.*’

But, far from all the academic works published in Ukraine in the last 28 years, we see a
full coverage of our issue. Dwelling on the mention of cooperation between Lithuania and
Ukrainian patriots, the authors basically limited themselves to stating this fact, relaying
the facts based on the work of the post-war period. Ukrainian-Lithuanian cooperation
was described in the context of international activities of the UVO/OUN as a whole, or
using parallels with similar contacts with Germany. At the same time, the priority in
the description and analytics was given to relations with Berlin.

Among the general array of studies, we highlight several fundamental works in which
Ukrainian-Lithuanian cooperation of the interwar era was covered, with indirect coverage
of the participation of the LRU.

These include the work by Anatoly Kentiy. First of all, among the array of works of
this author, when studying our issue, we should note the work The Ukrainian Military
Organization (UVO) in 1920-1928,* published in 1998 in Kiev, which covered the poorly
studied period of the first contacts between the Ukrainian movement and the LRU in
1922, through the mediation of Yakov Olesnitsky — a diplomatic agent of the ZUNR (West
Ukrainian People’s Republic — ukr. 3YHP - 3axigHo-YKpaiHcbka HapogHa peciy6Oiika)
government in exile.

We would like also to note the fundamental monograph by Ivan Patryliak The Military
Activities of the OUN in 1940-1942, published in 2004. Here, in the fourth section, which is

22 Ibid. c. 27.

» I'PMHEBIY, JI. B., 3JIOPYK, O. L, 3AIOPVYK, C. I. ITokaxxunk ny6nikauiit npo pisnbuicte OYH Ta
YIIA (1945-1998 pp.). Kuis: In-T icTopii Ykpainn HAH Ykpainu, 1999. 172 c.

2 KEHTIV, A. B. Yxpaitcoka siticoxosa opeanizayis (YBO) 6 1920-1928 pp. Kopomxuii napuc. Kuis,1998.
81c.
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entitled Creation and Activities of Ukrainian Nationalist Units, the author also conducted
an excursion into the aspect of cooperation of the UVO/OUN with the Lithuanian side.*

In 2006, the monograph The Sword and the Trident: Intelligence and Counterintel-
ligence of the Movement of Ukrainian Nationalists and the UPA (1920-1945), published
by co-authors Dmitro Vedeneev and Gennady Bystrukhin. This work provided the first
comprehensive coverage of the activities of the special services of the Ukrainian liber-
ation movement from the period of the War of Independence to the end of World War
II. A special place is given to cooperation with the Lithuanian side. The second section
of the book, entitled The First Organizational Forms of Special Forces in the Ukrainian
Nationalist Movement (1920 - June 1941) provides information on the circumstances of
the beginning of cooperation between the UVO and Lithuania through the LRU and
Lithuanian special services. Attention was paid to the signing of a cooperation agreement
between the UVO and the Lithuanian representative J. Purickis in April 1928 in Berlin.
According to this, the UVO pledged to provide intelligence information to Lithuania on
the movement of Polish troops along the Lithuanian borders. The book also describes
important aspects of creating a reconnaissance residency of the UVO in Kaunas, as well
as enhanced financial support from Lithuania to the Ukrainian liberation movement in
the second half of the 1930s.2¢%’

Separately, it is worth noting the work by Alexander Kucheruk, who can be considered
the first among modern Ukrainian researchers who began to develop alocal problem of the
relationship between the Ukrainian revolutionary movement and Lithuania. Among the
works of this author, we can single out the article The Last Passport of Yevhen Konovalets:
Towards the Genesis of Ukrainian-Lithuanian Relations Between the World Wars. In this
work, published in 2000, the circumstances of establishing contacts between the UVO
and Lithuania and the essence of cooperation between the Ukrainian nationalists and the
Lithuanian side were revealed for the first time.?® Special focus was on the participation in
the establishment of such relations of the former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania
(1920-1921) Juozas Purickis, a well-known public figure. Kucheruk’s work highlighted
some aspects of the main reconnaissance operations of the UVO in 1925-1928 in favor of
Lithuania, such as the transmission of information about a hypothetical Polish invasion
in 1926. Thanks to information received from Ukrainians, the Lithuanian side managed

» ITATPWIAK, LK. BiicpkoBa pisnpricte OYH(B) y 1940-1942 pokax . Kuis, 2004, c. 256-258.

* BENEHEEB, [I. B., b UICTPYXIH, I. C. Meu i Tpn3y6... c. 104-111.

7 The UVO residency was located in the temporary capital of Lithuania — Kaunas, headed by Colonel I. Reviuk
(Jonas Bratvicius). It consisted of 15 employees who spoke, apart from Polish, Lithuanian and Belarusian.
They collected information in the Vilnius-Grodno-Lida-Minsk region, facilitated the purchase and trans-
fer of weapons to Galicia, maintained contact with the UVO cells in Berlin, Vienna, Paris, transmitted
the received information through the LRU’s channels or directly to the Lithuanian special services (See:
BEINEHEEB, [I. B., BUCTPYXIH, I. C. Meu i Tpusyob... c. 105).

% KYYEPVYK, O. Ocrasnniit nactiopt €sreHa KoHoBanbIA (10 reHe3n yKpaiHCbKO-TUTOBCHKMX CTOCYHKIB
MiXK IBOMa cBiToBMMMU BiitHamu). [TaM’siTb cTomith, 2000, Ne 5, ¢. 59-60.

Istorija. 2019, t. 116, Nr. 4 117



Straipsniai

to quickly respond by using diplomatic channels in Britain and Germany to eliminate
the threat by peaceful means.

In general, we can say that not only Kucheruk’s work mentioned above, but also his
speech with the same name at the conference The Ukrainian Historical Science on the
Threshold of the 21st Century which took place in the summer of 2000,* had a kind of a
pilot character and opened a qualitatively new stage in Ukrainian studies of Lithuani-
an-Ukrainian cooperation in the interwar era.

Among the topical issues related to the problem of interaction between the LRU and
the Ukrainian national movement, but more broadly concerning the Ukrainian emi-
gration as a whole, the cultural activities of the LRU can be attributed. A pioneer in this
context was Aldona Vasiliauskiené, whose work News of Lithuanian-Ukrainian Society:
Contribution to Lithuanian Culture was published in

Ukrainian in Lvivin 2007.° The author, in addition to covering the general history of
the Lithuanian-Ukrainian society and the content of the bulletin numbers of the Ukrain-
ian-Lithuanian society® (the official periodical of the society), paid considerable attention
to the participation of the LRU in the creation and work of the Lithuanian-Ukrainian
society, headed as we know by Mykolas Birzika. It was even indicative of the fact that the
first meeting of the society was held in Kaunas, in the celebration hall of the LRU, and
we should note that there was nobody among the top representatives of the society who
would not be directly related to the activities of the LRU. Professors of Kaunas Univer-
sity M. Birzi$ka and Vincas Krévé-Mickevic¢ius were members of the Central Bureau of

* KYYEPVK, O. Ocransiit naciopt €srena KoHoBanbIA (5o reHe3n YKpaiHCbKO-TMTOBCHKMX CTOCYHKIB
MDX /IBOMa CBiTOBMMM BiliHaMM). YKpaiHCbKa icTOpuYHa Hayka Ha mopo3i XXI cromitrss MixHap. HayK.
KOHrpec, YepHisiji, 16-18 TpasHa 2000 p. : fonosifi Ta nosifomaeHHs, 2001, c. 391-395.

** BACUISIYCKEHE, AnpoHa. «BigomocTi JINTOBCHKO — YKpaIHCHKOTO TOBAPMUCTBa»: BHECOK IO IMTOBCHKOI
KynbTypHy, BicHuk JIbBiBCchbKOrO yHiBepcurety, 2007, Bum.2, c. ¢. 95-105.

3! In 1932, a bulletin of the Lithuanian-Ukrainian society began to be published in two languages, with about
70% of the texts in Lithuanian. The magazine published information about the history and culture of Ukraine.
A special place was given to the Ukrainian statesmen of the past and, of course, the Ukrainian-Lithuanian
cooperation of the present. They talked about the situation in Galicia, the internal affairs of Lithuania, the
countries of Western Europe, America, etc. (See: BACUISIYCKEHE, Anpona. «BigomocTi JInuToBchKO —
YKkpaiHCBKOTO TOBapyUCTBa»... €. 97). The magazine also can be regarded as a valuable source of information
about the relationship of the LRU with Ukrainian patriotic organizations and the revolutionary movement in
the first half of the 1930s. Thus, thanks to the magazine, we learn about such extremely little-known episodes
as, for example, the participation of the Ukrainian delegation in the celebration of the 60th anniversary
of Antanas Smetona in 1934, when, during the solemn audience on September 9, 1934 the President was
presented with the box made by the Carpathian Hutsuls from the grateful Ukrainian people for helping the
Ukrainian movement (See: ITonitTiyna rpoMajisiHCbKa i JIiTepaTypHa AiA/NbHICTD IIpe3nieHTa AHTaHaca
Cwmetonn. Lietuviy Ukrainieciy Draugijos Zinios, spalio 1934, Ne15, p. 7, 9). It was the magazine that first
published an article in Ukrainian devoted to the history of the LRU, its military career during the War
of Independence, structure and organization. Here we mean the article From the Life of the Lithuanian
Riflemen’s Union: on the Occasion of the 15th Anniversary of the Union (See: 3 >xuttst Coto3y JINTOBCHKUX
Crpinbuis. 3 naropu 15-nitts icnyanus Comw3y. Lietuviy Ukrainieciy Draugijos Zinios, liepos 1934, Ne14,
p. 2-6).
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the LRU since 1922; somewhat later V. Krévé-Mickevicius became the Chairman of the
Central Bureau. J. Purickis, a former foreign minister, was never a member of the LRU,
but had a great influence on the LRU’s ideology and was often published in the Trimitas
magazine owned by the LRU. Ludas Vailenis and Rapolas Skipitis were members of the
Central Bureau of the LRU and at various times served as an executive editor of the
Trimitas. Vincas Daudzvardas headed the Information Bureau of the LRU in the first
half of the 1920s.*

In 2016, the world finally saw the first Ukrainian-language work dedicated to the
history of the LRU - the article Participation of the Lithuanian Riflemen’s Union in the
struggle for independence and unity of the State of Lithuania, which dealt with the combat
path of the Riflemen during the War of Independence and participation in the annexation
of the Klaipeda Territory in 1923.%

Also, over the past few years, the issue of Ukrainian-Lithuanian interwar cooperation
has been mentioned in various aspects in the articles by Taras Gunchak,** Oleksandr
Darovanets,” Marta Gavrishko,’® Vladimir Muravskiy,” etc.

At the same time, over the past ten years, publications of a popular scientific and
popular nature began to appear, which directly or indirectly covered the cooperation of
the LRU and the UVO/OUN. Thus, the participation of the LRU in providing financial
support to the OUN in 1937-1938 was noted in 2011 in the article The OUN, Lithuania
and the USSR in the 1930s. Friendship against Poland, in the context of a review of the
history of Lithuania’s contacts with the Ukrainian movement (about 35 thousand dol-
lars, while the aid from Germany was about 50 thousand dollars). As is known, money
tranches of Lithuania were of great importance, and in the mid-1930s accounted for up
to 25% of the budget of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (I.Dereviany).”® The
issue of the provision of assistance by the OUN to the Lithuanian side in the form of
intelligence information, which, inter alia, was carried out through the functionaries of
the LRU, was reflected in the publications of such researchers as Marta Gavrishko, Igor

2 [IAPOVIPBEB, [I. C. AHTuUnONbCKOE cOoTpymHmdecTso JIutee 1 YBO-OYH... c. 101-102.

# TIETPUK, A. M. Yuactpb «Coro3y JIutoBcbkux cTpinblisy» («Ilaymic») y 6oporsbi 3a HesanmexxHicTh Ta
cobopHicTb JIutoBchkoi sep>xaBu B 1919-1923 pp. Scriptorium nostrum. Enekmponnuil icrmopuuHuii
awypHan, 2016, Bum. 2 (5), c. 247-261.

* T'YHYAK,Tapac. OYH i nanmcTcpka Himewunna: Mibk komabopariionismoM i pesucrtancom. YKpaiHChKumit
BU3BOJIBHUI PYX, 2007, 36ipHI/IK 11, c. 61-80.

» TAPOBAHEILID, Onexcaupnp. Opranisauiiti novarku YBO i ta popmysanns i crpykrypu (1920-1922).
YKpaiHCbKuil BU3BONIbHMIL PYX, 2007, 36ipHuk 11, c. 5-60.

¢ TABPUIIIKO, Mapra. 3axogu OYH Ha MixkHapopHiit apeHi y cnpasi «nanudikanii» B Fanmnanni y 1930
p. YkpailHcbkuil BUSBONbHUI PyX, 2014, 36ipank 19, c. 174-201.

7 MYPABCBKUI. Bonogumup. [lokymenT! MiHicTepcTBa 3aKOPAOHHMX CIIpaB eX0CIOBaYdMHY IIPO TaK
3BaHmi1 «apxiB CeHMKa». YKpaiHCbKUI BUSBOTIbHMIL PYX, 2006, 36ipHUK 6, c. 5-29.

¥ OENEBUY, Kmumentiit. OYH, JIuta Ta CPCP y 1930-1i. [Ipy>x6a npotn ITonbuii. Ictopnuna npaspa,
19.07 2011. [Date of appeal 10.09.2018]. URL: < http://www.istpravda.com.ua/research/2011/07/19/46112/>.

* TIETPUK, Aptem. «CBeT u TeHu» IlepBoit pecnybnuku: JIutoBckoe rocyfapctso B 1918-1940 ropax.
Xepcon: Iunes, 2018, c. 256.
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Dereviany, published on resources aimed at popularizing history in 2011-2018. Here,
first of all, we note the articles of following authors: The Hero of not only Ukraine: Yevhen
Konovalets and Lithuania (M. Gavrishko),* International Cooperation of the UVO in the
1920s (I. Dereviany).*

The period of 2017-2019 gave the Ukrainian reader new opportunities to get acquainted
with the history of Lithuania of the twentieth century. There were books that covered
the interwar period to varying degrees, and also touched on the issue of interaction be-
tween Kaunas and Ukrainian radical patriots. The first of this series is the book by Ivan
Gomeniuk, The Harbingers of the Second World War, dedicated to cross-border conflicts
in Central and Eastern Europe from 1918 to 1939.** A separate section is devoted to the
Lithuanian-Polish relations of this period.*’ In the context of the confrontation over the
Vilnius Territory and the provision by Lithuanian of aid to the UVO/OUN, the image
of the LRU is also reproduced. Contacts between the LRU and the Ukrainian movement
are covered in greater detail in the book by Alexander Kucheruk Lithuania and Ukraine:
Episodes of Common History, published in 2019.** Here we can find information about
such little-known facts as joint meetings of the leaders of the UVO and the leadership of
the LRU in 1925, the LRU’s initiatives to provide funding to the Ukrainian movement in
exchange for providing intelligence information, as well as such an important aspect as
the participation of the LRU in organizing personal meetings between the leaders of the
UVO, Colonel Konovalets and members of the Lithuanian government including Prime
Minister Augustinas Voldemaras. Also, the book dwells on such aspects of cooperation
as the issuing of the periodicals of the UVO/OUN in Lithuania, support in the creation
of Ukrainian civic organizations in Lithuania during the interwar period.**

The appearance of such publications is a manifestation of an important, positive trend,
which indicates an increase in interest in Lithuanian history as a whole, and the history
of Ukrainian-Lithuanian relations, including among the broad circles of the Ukrainian
reader. We hope that the interwar era in the history of Lithuania, as part of the common
history of Central-Eastern and Northern Europe, will become a trend for Ukraine.

% TABPUMIIKO,Mapra. Iepoit He Tinbku Ykpainu: €sren Konosanens i J/Inrsa. Icropryna npasza, 29.06.2011:
[Date of appeal 16.09.2018]. URL: < http://www.istpravda.com.ua/columns/2011/06/29/44380/>.

4 TEPEB’THU, Irop. Mixxnapopse maptHepcto YBO y 1920-x pokax. Icropuuna npasna, 18.02 2014
[Date of appeal 23.09.2018]. URL: < http://www.istpravda.com.ua/articles/2014/02/18/141489/>.

# TOMEHIOK, IBan. IIpoBicauku [dpyroi cBitosoi. IIpukopmonni kondniktu B LlenTpanbro-CxigHin
€spomni. Bix posnazny imnepiit go [naiiBinpkoi mposokaii. Xapkis: Kumoxkosuit kiry6 «Kny6 CimeriHoro
Hossimmsi», 2017. 352 c.

# Ibid. c. 181-254.

# KYYEPVYK, O. Jlutsa i Ykpaina: enizopu cuinpHoi icropii. Kuis, 2019. 118 c.

# Ibid. c. 84-101.
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Conclusions

At the same time, summing up, we note that at the moment in Ukrainian historiog-
raphy, as before, there is no comprehensive academic work on the history of relations
between the State of Lithuania and the Ukrainian radical patriotic movement, which
would reflect the connecting and mediating role of the LRU.

Thus, when we talk about the prospects for studying this issue, we are forced to rec-
ognize the relevance of the words of the famous Ukrainian historian Professor Yaroslav
Kalakura, who in his article The Foreign World as a Subject of Research in the Latest
Ukrainian Historiography, published in 2012, noted the very small representation of
research on the history of Lithuania.*®

This moment is very atypical for the Ukrainian historiographical tradition, which
traditionally refers attentively to the history of neighboring countries and peoples. Even
Mikhailo Grushevskiy, calling for understanding the integrity of the Ukrainian histor-
ical process, including cultural, political, religious, economic, social and educational
development, emphasized that it can only be understood in the context of the world
historical process.*

Dwelling on the relationship between the LRU and the Ukrainian liberating move-
ment, the future promising research segments that can fill in the “blanks” in the interwar
history of both peoples are clearly visible. We can relate to such promising issues as, for
example, the mediating role of the Ukrainian military organization in the negotiations
between Lithuania and Weimar Germany during the Klaipeda Issue in 1922. However,
at the moment, Ukrainian scientists are only beginning to show interest in this issue,
although now we can observe positive dynamics in this matter.
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Santrauka

Straipsnyje analizuojamas Lietuvos $auliy sgjungos ir Ukrainos i$laisvinimo judéjimo rysiy,
buvusiy tarpukariu, problemos atskleidimas ukrainietiskoje istoriografijoje.

Bendradarbiavimas tarp Lietuvos ir Ukrainos i$laisvinimo judéjimo prasidéjo 1922 m. ir
tesési visg tarpukarj. O Lietuvos Sauliy sajunga suvaidino svarby vaidmenj uzmezgant rysius
tarp Lietuvos valstybés ir Ukrainos i$laisvinimo judéjimo lyderiy. Atsizvelgiant j tarptautinés
politikos padétj (pirmiausia Lietuvos konfliktg su Lenkija ir rysius su SSRS), Lietuvos vyriausybé
negaléjo tiesiogiai teikti paramos ukrainie¢iams, todél $ig uzduotj atliko visuomeniné, sukarinta
organizacija — Lietuvos $auliy sgjunga. Greta paramos kovojant uz Ukrainos nepriklausomybe,
$auliai prisidéjo prie ukrainiec¢iy kultiirinés veiklos puoseléjimo emigracijoje.

Remiantis chronologiniu metodu, straipsnyje yra isskirti du sglyginiai Lietuvos $auliy sgjungos
ir Ukrainos islaisvinimo judéjimo rysiy tyrimy ukrainieciy istoriografijoje etapai.

Pirmas etapas apima 1940-1990 m., kai darbai buvo publikuoti uz Ukrainos riby. Tai
daugiausia Ukrainos i$laisvinimo judéjimo aktyvisty prisiminimai arba darbai, nusvieciantys
Lietuvos $auliy sgjungos ir Ukrainos islaisvinimo judéjimo rysiy pradzia, bei informacinio
pobudzio publikacijos apie jvairius ukrainieciy ir lietuviy rysiy tarpukariu aspektus. Antras etapas
prasidéjo po 1990 m. ir yra susijes su Ukrainos valstybingumo atktirimu bei po to prasidéjusia
»moraline restitucija“ XX a. pirmosios pusés Ukrainos i§silaisvinimo judéjimo aktyvisty atzvilgiu.
Placiau vél susidométa ir santykiy tarpukariu uzmezgimu tarp Ukrainos i$laisvinimo judéjimo
bei suvereniy Europos valstybiy - Lietuvos ir Vokietijos.

Siuolaikinis Ukrainos istorijos mokslas jau turi reik$mingos patirties vykdant lituanistinius
tyrimus, apimancius pirmiausia viduramzius ir laikotarpj, kaip ukrainietikos Zemés buvo
Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés sudétyje. Taciau XX a. ir ypac tarpukario Lietuvos istorijos
periodas menkiau paliestas Ukrainos istoriografijoje. Daugumoje Ukrainos istoriky darby,
kuriuose analizuojama Ukrainos i$silaisvinimo judéjimo veikla, tik kontekste palie¢iamas
santykiy su Lietuva ir Lietuvos Sauliy sajunga klausimas, bet néra tyrimo objektas. Sis tyrimas - tai
pirma analizé, apimanti Lietuvos ir Lietuvos $auliy sajungos bei Ukrainos i$laisvinimo judéjimo
santykiy tarpukariu problemos atskleidimg Ukrainos literattiroje ir istoriografijoje.

Sio tyrimo aktualumas grindziamas akademiniu, visuomeniniu bei politiniu poreikiu kuo

placiau atskleisti menkai zinomus faktus apie Lietuvos ir Lietuvos Sauliy sgjungos su Ukrainos
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issilaisvinimo judéjimu bendradarbiavima. Tai padés atskleisti ir Lietuvos uzsienio politikos tam
tikrg kryptj, ir Ukrainos i$laisvinimo judéjimo veiklos, siekiant tarptautinio bendradarbiavimo,

pobudi.
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