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Siekdami zurnalo gelmés ir jvairovés tesiame vyriausiujy redaktoriy profesoriy
Leono Gudaicio ir Egidijaus Aleksandravi¢iaus teminiy leidiniy tradicija. Sio
»Darby ir dieny“ tomo straipsniai sudaryti 2024 metais vykusios konferencijos
»Egziliniai Stuthofo kaliniy likimai®, skirtos Stuthofo koncentracijos stovyklos
i$laisvinimo 80-meciui, dalyviy pranesimy pagrindu. Cia malonus skaitytojas ras
placia problematika — nuo atminties ir prasmés fenomeno iki Lietuvos aplinkoje
gana gerai atpazjstamo Dievy misko — Balio Sruogos sukurto vaizdinio apie kaliniy,
kasdienybe, kancias ir paskutinés kelionés pries issilaisvinima aprasyma, taip pat
ir paties Sruogos kurinio sovietinés cenziiros palikty zaizdy analiz¢. Nagrinéjama
egodokumentika ne tik papildo sisteminj zinojima, bet ir liudija, kad Stuthofo
patirtys, kad ir kiek laiko baty praéje, liko kaliniy atmintyje ir korespondencijoje.

Stuthofas — vienas i§ naciy represinés sistemos etalony — lietuvidkoje istorio-
grafijoje ir atmintyje, matyt, labiausiai atpazjstamas, tyrinétas ir pirmiausia repre-
zentuoja naciy vykdytas sistemines zudynes, tiesiogiai prisidéjusias prie lietuviy,
naikinimo. Nedidelg, bet sisteming analiz¢ yra publikaves Artinas Bubnys', taip
pat savo jZvalgy yra pateike ir kiti buve Stuthofo kaliniai: Stasys Yla, Vladislovas
Telksnys, daznai Stuthofo kalinimy kontekste minimas kunigas Alfonsas Lipni-
nas. Sis — Stuthofo fenomenas — gerai iliustruoja bendra XX amiaus vidurio ir
pabaigos tendencija, galimas pamokas bei tolesnes projekcijas tiek tyrinéjimu, tiek
atminties kontekstuose.

Stuthofas naciy Zudyniy Zemeélapyje iSkyla kaip lietuviy kancios vieta, kai tuo
metu Ausvicas-Birkenau yra tapes naciy barbarybés simboliu, pirmiausia siejamas
su Holokaustu. Tagiau Stuthofo ir Auvico-Birkenau tyrimy ir atminties prasmé

' Bubnys, Arinas. Lietuviai Stuthofo koncentracijos stovykloje 1942—1945. Vilnius: Lietuvos gyventojy genoci-

do ir rezistencijos tyrimo centras, 2023.
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yra ta, kad Sios vietos perzengia etniskumo ribas, itin ryskias iSgyvenusiujy liudi-
jimuose — tad tautybé, socialinis statusas ir pan. praranda bet kokias reik§mes ir j
pirmg plang iskyla Zmogiskumas, atjauta bei pagalba. Todél i$ $iandienos perspek-
tyvos naciy nusikaltimai, neretai motyvuoti rasiniy ir etniniy kriteriju, jgyja pla-
tesng prasme — ne tautiSkumas ar socialinis statusas lemia Zmogiskuma, ne vien
pragmatizmas bei logika padeda iSgyventi ir likti zmogumi. Nors ir uz¢iuopiama,
taciau sunkiai racionalizuojama ir verbalizuojama Zmogiskosios prigimties dalis
lieka ne tik euristinio, bet ir emocinio bei ontologinio slépinio dalimi. Stasio Ylos
jvardyta binariné opozicija — Zmonés ir zvérys — ir $iandienos pasaulyje lieka vienu
i$ kertiniy, bet neatsakyty klausimy — kokie pradai gladi Zmogaus prigimtyje ir kas
jiems padeda arba trukdo atsiskleisti.

Clemensas Sedmakas savo straipsnyje ,Ethics of Memory and the Ethics of
Remembering® svarsto atminties ir prisiminimy dialektikq — ka galime ir turime
atsiminti ir kaip formuoti atmintj, susijusia su traumomis ir traumuojanciu zino-
jimu? Sunkiai suvokiami ziaurumai liudininky yra uzfiksuoti ir i$sakyti, o Siandie-
niné akademiné etika kelia pagrista klausimg — kiek $i traumuojanti patirtis turi
bati vél perteikiama? Siame kontekste Sedmakas kelia ir kalbos klausima — kokia
iSraiska buty tinkama trauminéms patirtims nusakyti, kaip perteikti tai, kas pagal
musy emocinj ir psichologinj suvokima bity nustumta j atimties uzkaborius kaip
zeminanti ir traumuojanti patirtis? Vokietijos puoseléjama atminties kultara daznai
pristatoma kaip geras pavyzdys, ta¢iau straipsnyje primenami ne tik etikos aspektai,
bet ir tai, kad analizuojant ir pristatant sudétingas temas reikia atvirumo ir nuo-
lankumo, lygiai kaip ir sudétingiausioje situacijoje galima jzvelgti vilties momenta.

Elzbieta Grot straipsnyje, skirtame kunigui Alfonsui Lipnitnui, nagrinéja jo
pogrindine, pastoracing veikla Stuthofe 1943-1945 metais. Autoré jrodo, kad
Lipnitnas buvo viena i§ centriniy religinio gyvenimo figary Stuthofe, kur jis kaip
dvasininkas, atliekantis sielovada, tapo atrama ir pavyzdziu su religinémis praktiko-
mis sasaju neturintiems Zmonéms. Nemenkas démesys publikacijoje skiriamas Stu-
thofo kaliniy evakuacijai, kur kunigas Lipnitnas aktyviai dalyvavo. I$gyvenusiujy
liudijimu pradedant mirties marsa savo maisto davinius kunigas isdalino silpnie-
siems, o pats nesési religinius reikmenis ir knygas. Ir net $iame — ziauriausiame ir
nuolatiniu mirties zenklu pazenklintame etape — aukojo $v. Misias ir teiké kitus
religinius patarnavimus, kad palaikyty viltj praradusius zmones. Nepaisant tragisko
Alfonso Lipnitno likimo, jis buvo ir tebéra vilties bei pergalés pries nebatj simbolis.

Reimeris Molleris straipsnyje susitelkia j Stuthofo kaliniy evakavima jariniais
keliais — analizé, paremta gausiais archyviniais $altiniais, liudija itin sunky ir praza-
tingg kaliniy perkélima, todél autoriaus mintis, kad $i evakuacija jara i§ esmés gali
buti laikoma vadinamujy mirties marsy analogu yra jzvalgi ir pagrista. Istoriografi-
joje daugiau analizuoti ir gausesniais prisiminimais liudyti buvusiy koncentracijos



kaliniy pervarymai, naciy eufemistiskai vadinti evakuacijomis, i$ principo dauge-
liui reiské mirtj dél nepakeliamy kelionés salygu, i$sekimo ir prizitirétojy ziaurumo.
Mollerio straipsnis pagrindzia, kad situacija naudojantis tiek keltais, tiek laivais i§
esmés nesiskyré — nors pés¢iomis reikéjo eiti maziau, nepakeliamos salygos, ziaurus
priziarétojy elgesys, jskaitant ir tuos naciy aplinkos Zmones, kurie tiesiogiai lage-
riy sistemai nepriklausé, §j evakuacijos buda paverté mirtinu nemazai daliai joje
dalyvavusiujy.

Dixie Henri le Fevre Simonseno straipsnyje, skirtame Stuthofo kaliniy likimams,
daugiausia démesio kreipiama j juy evakuacijos patirtis. Pradedama nuo brutalaus
Stuthofieciy perkélimo, pareikalavusio nemazai kaliniy gyvybiu, ir baigiama rames-
niu, bet gana problemisku kaliniy jsikarimu antinacinés koalicijos nariy aplinkoje.
Simonseno straipsnyje i$ryskéja kaliniy priémimo ir adaptacijos is$ukiai jau pasie-
kus saugias vietas. Nors $is aspektas néra plétojamas, bet yra gera kryptis tolesniems
tyrimams — iSties palikus kalinimo vietas gyvenimas buvusiems kaliniams nebuvo
lengvas ir paprastas. Siame straipsnyje koncentruojamasi i kolektyvines patirtis, o
ne vieno pasirinkto atvejo analizg, todél galima susidaryti bendresnj evakuacijos ir
vélesnio jsikirimo vaizda. Svedijos kaip priimanéios alies i§ryskinimas straipsnyje
taip pat yra svarbus, o jos archyvy ir diplomaty egodokumenty naudojimas yra
gana novatoriskas ir papildantis iki $iol buvusj Zinojima.

Aurelija Mykolaityté savo publikacijoje , Tylos formos Stasio Ylos karyboje®
analizuoja vieno i§ Lietuvos Stuthofo kaliniy kunigo Stasio Ylos kalinimo patirtis.
Salia Sruogos Yla yra kitas kalinys, paskelbes savo atsiminimus apie $ia koncen-
tracijos stovykla. Straipsnyje nagrinéjami ne tik Ylos atsiminimai ,Zmonés ir Zvé-
rys Dievy miske®, bet ir jo poezija, konceptualiai analizuojant tylos prasme ir jos
raiskas. Autoré iSryskina savotiska konvencing prieSpriesa — atsiminimai ir patirtys
pirmiausia aktualizuojami per kalbg ir vaizdinius, bet kai turimos patirtys perzen-
gia ,normalias“ patirtis ir i$gyvenimus, tyla virsta iskalbinga priemone, pasakancia
daugiau negu Zodziai.

Neringa Markevi¢iené savo publikacijoje analizuoja #inomiausio Stuthofo
kalinio Balio Sruogos beletrizuotus prisiminimus — ,,Dievy miska“. Autoré siekia
atkurti autentiska tekstg ir autoriaus raiska, i$niekintg sovietinés cenztiros. Straips-
nyje lyginami trys knygos leidimai, analizuojama, kaip keitési juy redagavimas.
Atkleidziamos charakteringiausios nuredagavimo vietos ir pavyzdziai, jvertinama,
kodél imtasi tokiy veiksmy. Galiausiai autoré apibendrina, kad ir paskutinis ,,Dievy
misko® leidimas dar néra tas karinys, kurj parasé Balys Sruoga, nors su kiekvienu
nauju leidimu pamazu artéjama prie autorinio sumanymo ir palikimo.

Nerijus Pipiras savo straipsnyje atkreipia démesj j naciy okupacijos metais vyk-
dytas kataliky kunigy ir vienuoliy represijas, nes katalikybe okupantai suvokeé kaip
vieng i§ lietuviskos tapatybés formy. Nors naciy okupacijos laikotarpiu tikétasi, kad



Kataliky bazny¢ios padétis po soviety represijy ir ateistinés politikos pagerés, taciau
straipsnio autorius parodo, jog reali situacija buvo kitokia. Pagal baznytinés struk-
taros principus Pipiras suregistruoja ir trumpai pristato Kataliky baznycios atstovy,
represijas Vilniaus vyskupijoje ir kitose Lietuvos vyskupijose. Autorius parodo, kad
daugiausia represijuy buvo jvykdyta Vilniaus vyskupijoje, tad jos isskyrimas logis-
kas, o sykiu ir jdomus, turint omenyje kelis desimtmecius trukusig Vilniaus ir jo
karsto, o sykiu ir vyskupijos, pavaldumg Lenkijai. Autoriaus i$vada aiski, taciau gali
skatinti ir tolesnius tyrimus bei diskusijas — naciai kataliky kunigus ir vienuolius
represavo pirmiausia uz ganytojiska veiklg ir evangelizacija, o ju politiné veikla ir
motyvacija juos domino kur kas maziau.

Ieva Steponaviciaté Aleksiejiniené savo publikacijoje analizuoja dviejy Stuthofo
kaliniy Stasio Vainoro ir Vytauto Meilaus korespondencija. Po karo jie gyveno Sve-
dijoje ir susirasinéjo su bic¢iuliu i§ Kauno Teodoru Bieliackinu, jsikarusiu Islandi-
joje. Kalinimo patirtys jy privacioje korespondencijoje taip pat nebuvo pamirstos.
Straipsnio autoré, pristaciusi visy korespondenty biografijos detales, analizuoja ego-
dokumentus, kurie anks¢iau nebuvo Zinomi — Sie laiskai rasti privaciame archyve.
Tradiciskai istorija suprantama kaip nuosekli, organizuota eiga su priezastimis ir
padariniais, gana aiskiai apibréztomis pozicijomis ir vertybémis. Taciau butent
asmeniné perspektyva gali priartinti prie tikro gyvenimo ir aplinkos vertinimo. Kas
vienalaikéje erdvéje traktuojama kaip asmeniné pozicija ir perspektyva, istorinéje
plotméje gana daznai zenklinama: subjektyvu, netikslu, vertintina atsargiai ir pan.
grifais. Todél autentiskos asmeninés perspektyvos isryskinimas ir jos analitinis pri-
statymas padeda geriau suvokti ne tik konkrecius istorijos epizodus, bet ir bendra
gyvenimo konteksta, kuris retai kada buna schematizuotas ir aiskus.

Siame ,,Darby ir dieny“ tome sudéti straipsniai skaitytojus supazindins ne tik su
naujomis jzvalgomis ir interpretacijomis, euristiniu bei akademiniu naujumu, bet
ir primins kertinius baties bei atminties klausimus.

To linkime ir naujajai redakcinei kolegijai, kuriai, tikétina, pavyks s¢kmingai
testi zurnalo leidyba iki jo $imtmecio jubiliejaus 2030 metais. Siuo tomu vyriau-
sioji redaktoré Rata Petrauskaité, 2019—-2026 metais kuravusi 15 ,Darby ir dieny®
tomu, atsisveikina su skaitytojais.

Riita Petrauskaite,
zurnalo ,Darbai ir dienos® vyriausioji redaktore

Daiva Kristina Kuzmickaité ir Linas Venclauskas,
85 numerio koredaktoriai
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In our quest to deepen and diversify the journal’s topics, we are continuing the
tradition of thematic issues established by our editors-in-chief, professors Leonas
Gudaitis and Egidijus Aleksandravicius. The articles in this volume of Deeds and
Days are based on the presentations given by participants at an international con-
ference marking the 80th anniversary of the liberation of the Stutthof concentra-
tion camp. Here, the reader will find a wide range of topics — from the phenomena
of memory and meaning to analyses of the imagery created by Balys Sruoga — a
“forest of gods” quite strongly recognizable in the Lithuanian context — depicting
the prisoners” daily lives, their sufferings, and the final journey before liberation.
The analyzed personal accounts not only supplement systematic knowledge but
also attest that the experiences at Stutthof, no matter how much time has passed,
have remained in the prisoners’ memories and correspondence.

Stutthof — one of the hallmarks of the Nazi repressive system — is, in Lithuanian
historiography and collective memory, arguably the most recognizable and most stud-
ied site, and it primarily represents the systematic massacres carried out by the Nazis,
which directly contributed to the extermination of the Lithuanian people. Arinas
Bubnys' has published a brief but systematic recent analysis; in addition to the afore-
mentioned Sruoga, several former Stutthof prisoners — Stasys Yla, Vladislovas Telks-
nys, and Father Alfonsas Lipnitinas, who is often mentioned in the context of Stutthof
imprisonment — have also shared their insights. This — the Stutthof phenomenon —
clearly illustrates both the general trends of the mid- to late 20th century and the
potential lessons and future projections in the contexts of both research and memory.

On the map of Nazi massacres, Stutthof stands out first and foremost as a site
of Lithuanian suffering. In contrast, Auschwitz-Birkenau has become a symbol of
Nazi barbarism, primarily associated with the Holocaust. However, the significance
of research and remembrance regarding both Stutthof and Auschwitz-Birkenau lies
in the fact that these places transcend ethnic boundaries — as clearly highlighted in

' Bubnys, Ariinas. Lietuviai Stuthofo koncentracijos stovykloje 19421945 (Lithuanians in the Stutthof Concen-

tration Camp, 1942—1945). Vilnius: Lithuanian Genocide and Resistance Research Center, 2023.
11
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the testimonies of survivors — where nationality, social status, and the like lose all
significance, and humanity, compassion, and solidarity come to the fore. There-
fore, from today’s perspective, Nazi crimes — which were, in principle, largely moti-
vated by racial and ethnic criteria — take on a broader meaning and offer lessons: it
is not nationality or social status that defines humanity, nor is it merely pragmatism
and logic that help one survive and remain human. A part of human nature that
is clearly perceptible but difficult to rationalize and verbalize remains not only a
heuristic mystery but also an emotional and ontological one. The binary opposi-
tion identified by Yla — humans and beasts — remains one of the fundamental yet
unanswerable questions in today’s world: what elements lie at the core of human
nature, and what helps or hinders their manifestation?

In his article “Ethics of Memory and the Ethics of Remembering,” Clemens
Sedmak explores the dialectics of memory and recollection — what we can and must
remember, and how to shape memory related to trauma and traumatic knowledge.
The unimaginable atrocities witnessed by survivors are documented and articu-
lated, and today’s academic ethics raises a legitimate question: to what extent must
this traumatic experience be recounted? In this context, Clemens Sedmak also
raises the question of language — what form of expression would be appropriate
to describe traumatic experiences, and how can we convey what, according to our
emotional and psychological equilibrium, would be pushed into the hidden cor-
ners of the mind as a humiliating and traumatic experience? Germany’s culture of
remembrance is often presented as a good example. Still, the article highlights not
only ethical considerations but also the fact that analyzing and presenting com-
plex topics requires openness and humility, just as one must be able to discern a
moment of hope even in the most difficult situations.

In her article dedicated to Father Alfonsas Lipnitnas, Elzbieta Grot analyzes
his underground pastoral activities at Stutthof from 1943 to 1945. The analysis
demonstrates that Lipnitinas became one of the central figures in religious life at
Stutthof, not only through his pastoral work but also by serving as a source of sup-
port and an example to people who had no connection to religious practices. The
paper gives considerable attention to the evacuation phase of the Stutthof prison-
ers, during which Father Lipnianas was particularly active. According to survivors’
testimonies, even as the Death March began, the priest distributed his food rations
to the weakest, while he himself carried religious items and books. And even during
this stage — the cruelest and one constantly marked by the shadow of death — he
celebrated Holy Mass and provided other religious services, becoming a pillar of
support for those who had lost hope. Despite the tragic fate of Alfonsas Lipnitnas,
he was and remains a symbol of hope and victory over oblivion.



Reimer Méller’s article focuses on the evacuation of Stutthof prisoners by sea.
His analysis is based on extensive archival sources that attest to an extremely diffi-
cult and disastrous transfer of prisoners; therefore, the author’s argument that this
evacuation by sea can essentially be considered an analog of the so-called “death
marches” is insightful and well-founded. In historiography, the forced marches of
former concentration camp prisoners — which have been analyzed more extensively
and attested to by a wealth of memoirs — were euphemistically referred to by the
Nazis as “evacuations’; in principle, for many, they meant certain death due to
unbearable travel conditions, exhaustion, and the cruelty of the guards. R. Méller’s
article rightly demonstrates that the situation was essentially no different when
ferries and ships were used — although the distance traveled on foot was shorter, the
unbearable conditions and the cruel behavior of the guards, including those who
were not directly part of the Nazi camp system, made this method of evacuation
deadly for a significant portion of those who participated in it.

Dixie Henri le Févre Simonsen’s article examines the fates of Stutthof prison-
ers, focusing on their experiences during the evacuation. It begins with the brutal
hardships of the transfer imposed by the Nazis, which claimed the lives of many
prisoners, and ends with the calmer, yet still quite problematic, resettlement of the
prisoners once they found themselves in the midst of the anti-Nazi coalition envi-
ronment. Quite often, once a complex and brutal phase has ended, people almost
instinctively assume that the new phase was ordinary and easy.

Simonsen’s article highlights the challenges of accepting and integrating pris-
oners once they have reached safe havens. Although this aspect is not explored
in great depth, it nevertheless offers a promising direction for further research.
Indeed, life for former prisoners was not particularly easy after they left detention
facilities. This article focuses on broader, collective experiences rather than a single
case study, thereby providing a more comprehensive picture of the evacuation and
subsequent resettlement. The emphasis on Sweden as a host country is also signif-
icant, and the use of its archives and diplomats’ personal documents is innovative
and adds to the established body of knowledge.

In her publication “Forms of Silence in the Works of Stasys Yla”, Aurelija
Mykolaityté analyzes the imprisonment experience of Stasys Yla, a priest and one
of the Lithuanian prisoners at Stutthof. Alongside Sruoga, Yla is another prisoner
who published his memoirs about this concentration camp. The article analyzes
not only Yla's memoirs People and Beasts in the Forest of the Gods, but also his poetry,
offering a conceptual analysis of the meaning of silence and its expressions. The
author highlights a peculiar conventional dichotomy: memories and experiences
are primarily conveyed through language and imagery, but when these experiences
transcend “normal” experiences and emotions, silence becomes an eloquent means
of expression that conveys more than words.
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In her article, Neringa Markeviciené analyzes the fictionalized memoirs of the
most famous Stutthof prisoner — Balys Sruoga — Forest of the Gods, to reconstruct
the authentic text and the author’s voice, which were distorted by Soviet censorship.
The article compares three editions of the book, analyzing each successive edition —
which draws more heavily on the original text — as well as other potential sources that
have not yet been utilized in preparing new editions. It reveals the most characteristic
instances of redaction and provides examples, assessing why such actions were taken.
Finally, the article makes it clear that even the latest edition of Forest of the Gods is not
yet the authentic work that Balys Sruoga left behind. However, with each new edition,
the work gradually approaches the author’s original vision and legacy.

Nerijus Pipiras examines the repression of Catholic priests and monks during the
Nazi occupation. Since Catholicism is associated with one of the forms of Lithua-
nian identity, this publication on the repression of Catholic priests and monks from
1941 to 1944 is sure to attract attention. It is based on a certain paradox: the Nazi
occupation was expected to improve the situation of the Catholic Church following
the Soviet Union’s open repressions and atheistic policies. However, the publication
demonstrates that the reality was quite different. Following the principles of ecclesi-
astical structure, Pipiras documents and briefly presents the repressions against rep-
resentatives of the Catholic Church in the Diocese of Vilnius and other Lithuanian
dioceses. The author found that most of the repressions took place in the Diocese of
Vilnius; thus, singling it out is both logical and interesting, given that Vilnius — and
by extension the diocese — remained under Polish rule for several decades. The author’s
conclusion is clear (but it may also encourage further research and discussion) — the
Nazis repressed Catholic priests and monks primarily for their pastoral activities and
evangelization while their political activities and motivations remained secondary.

In her article, Ieva Steponavi¢iaté Aleksiejuniené analyzes the postwar corre-
spondence between two Stutthof prisoners, Stasys Vainoras and Vytautas Meilus,
who were living in Sweden at the time and writing to their prewar friend Teodoras
Bieliackinas from Kaunas, who then was living in Iceland. In their private corre-
spondence, they also did not overlook their experiences of imprisonment. After
presenting biographical details of all the correspondents, the author analyzes the
content of these personal documents, which were previously unknown in scholarly
circles — these letters were found in a private archive. The article not only presents
the content itself but also analyzes and extensively comments on it. Traditionally,
history is understood as a coherent, organized sequence of causes and effects, and
fairly clearly defined positions and values. However, it is precisely the personal per-
spective that can bring us closer to a true assessment of life and the environment.
What is treated as a personal position and perspective in the present is quite often
labeled in the historical context as subjective, inaccurate, and to be evaluated with



caution. Therefore, highlighting an authentic personal perspective and presenting it
analytically helps to understand better not only specific historical episodes but also
the broader context of life, which is rarely clearly schematized or straightforward.
The articles included in this volume of Deeds and Days will not only enrich
readers with new insights and interpretations, reveal heuristic and academic inno-
vations, but will also remind them of the fundamental questions of existence and
memory. We extend the same wishes to the new editorial board, which will hope-
fully succeed in continuing the publication of the journal until its centennial in
2030. With this volume, editor-in-chief Rata Petrauskaité, who oversaw 15 vol-
umes of Deeds and Days between 2019 and 2026, bids farewell to her readers.

Riita Petrauskaité,

Editor-in-chief of Deeds and Days

Daiva Kristina Kuzmickaité and Linas Venclauskas,

Co-editors of Issue 85
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